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BY LUTHER HALSEBY, A. M. 
Professor in Princcton College, New-Jersey. 


ON PRAYING FOR ALL IN AUTHORI ivane 


i Trotny, u. 1, 2. a exhort, therefore, that, first’ of" all, su 
tions, prayers,ntercessions, and giving of thanks, be made An 
MEN ; —for kings, and for all that are in authority ; that we 
a@ quiet and peaceable life, én all godliness and honesty. 5 


Paraven, howeyer natural and familiar, depends for its right herr 
ance and hope of prevalence with God, on a revelation from_ hi 
Without such instruction, we should not have known either how), or 
when, or where, or for what to pray--we should, not, baye, known 
whether prayer was at all acceptable, or if accepted, to what degree 
it would avail. How can a child of nature know, that God, in, the 
highest heavens, encircled with celestial society, engaged in celestial 
employments, will regard his prayer? How shall he know that even 
God.can help him, and that fate is not stronger than any power aboye ! 
If he believe that God can help him—how shall he know in what..way 
the government of the universe is distributed, and blessings obtained.’ 
Shall he consult the experience and usages of nations? They haye 
worshipped a thousand different gods, in many thousand different forme. 
Shall he avail himself of the genius and wisdom of poets and  philoge- 
phere to relieve his anxieties? Some reply, that the gods exercise no 
control over events below—that their atiention is confined to -heaven 
and heavenly things. Others, that their administration extends indeed 
to earth, but only to its mightier concerns. Socrates and. Pythagoras 
tell him, it is not safe to pray for any particular thing, because no map 
knows what is good for him. Others tell himy he should not pray at all, 
but silently leave all to the divine disposal. Thus is the child of nature 
more and more bewildered the farther he explores—involved in doubts, 
or cut off from all sympathy, and hope, and comfort. “ We know not 
what we should pray for as we ought.”’ We need divine instructions 
and we have it—clear, ample, and comforting—in the Sacred Scriptures. 
‘“* Ask and ye shall receive.”” Nor need we “ ask amiss.”” How thank- 
ful, then, should we be for the instruction we have received—how careful 
to improve each divine direction. In the text before us, is distinat 
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involves the imterests of — 

ourselves and our of God. 
We would, therefore, invite you to a serious consideration of ras DUTY 
AND PRIVILEGE OF PRAYING “ FoR ALL 1 AUTHORITY.” We shall con- 
sider this much neglected duty, 

J. As A MATTER OF DIVINE STATUTE; 

Il. As BENRFICIAL IN ITs OPERATION. . 

First, The Divine Statute. “+I exhort, that first of all, supplications, 
(i. e. deprecations of impending judgments,) prayers, (petitions for 
temporal and spiritual good things,) intercessions, (addresses to God, 
that he defend and support the faithful, or convert and save their 
enemies,) giving of thanks, (grateful ascriptions for mercies conferred.) 
be made in reference to all men—for kings, and for all that are in au- 
thority, {clothed with office, legislative, executive, judicial, civil or 


) 

ictemay bo murzsigh) shat th@statute wea loodlisna tmporery—sdapted 
to the Jewish character, and the former condition of Christianity. It 
is true, that the Jews were characterized by an’ intolerable national 
pride, and ever bore the yoke of subjection to a heathen master, 
with peculiar restlessness and aversion; and that their final refusal 
to offer at the temple, the customary sacrifices in behalf of the Roman 
‘einperor, was the signal of insurrection, revolt, and war, which ended 
in the destruction of temple and nation. It is also true, that the Gospel 
was first preached to Jews—the first Christian church was mainly com- 
posed of Jews—the first ambassadors of Christ were Jews—and all 
Christians, of whatever nation, resembled Jews, in worshipping an om- 
nipresent Spirit, and opposing the polytheism and idolatry of Rome in 
all its forms. And the most learned Roman historians of those ages 
appear ignorant of the broad distinction between Christian and Jew. It 
maybe admitted that Christians, as they were liable to be involved in 
the suspicions and edium attached to the Jews, had need of peculiar 
caution, to make it manifest, that they possessed another—a méek and 
benevolent spirit. The change that Christianity was about. to make in 
the religion of the Roman empire, and the persecution Christianity was 
about to sustain on this account, as well as for its holy and uncompro- 
mising spirit, rendered it necessary, that a sect “ every where spoken 
against,” should manifest a loyal and benevolent disposition, in “ praying 
for kings and for all in authority.” But all these considerations only 
show, that the precept was peculiarly necessary in those times ; and not, 
that it was unnecessary in al! others. Many-Christian precepts and du- 
ties, ever binding and important, are more especially so, under peculiar 
circumstances, as often as these may occur. But there are features in 
the statute which show it to have been originally designed for genera} 
and permanent authority. It was given to Timothy, who was invested 
With power to “set in order” the things of the Church, and display its 
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cords of the church. It is announced in a manner which con’ most 
impressively its pre-eminent importance—“ I exhort,” sehen Ty 
all.” The prayer it enjoins is leisurely detailed in all its variety—* sup. 
plications, prayers, intercessions, giving of thanks.” The duty is pro- 
posed first in general terms, involving an éxtent surely not temporary 
and local—* for all men ;”"—then, emphatically and gestrictively—“ for 
kings and for all in authority.” hs seenmentios Sih eres A 
not loca) and temporary—* that we,” the church, “ may lead a 
and pesceable life, in all godliness and honesty” —“ for this is'go fad 
acceptable in the eight of God our Saviour” —“ who will have all men 

to be sa 

Pichon, cs diy sect wows, andes Uke goneiioed 5 aha 
cient Christian church, to be local and temporary. The Jews in their 
Babylonian bondage were directed of God to “ seek the peace of the 
city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and to pray 
unto the Lord for it ; for in the peace thereof shall ye have a 
Fids'peiiian of ual fx, os seal sotsesignt, hsthas: Es si 
Egyptian, or Roman, was continued till the last fatal revolt w which * to 
away their place and nation.” The ancient Christians felt this 
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contained in our text, tobe constantly and universally binding ; and there- 


fore ever scrupulously “ prayed for all in authority,” whether Pagan, 
Arian, or Christian. The custom is mentioned by Polycarp, Justin 
Martyr, Tertullian, Cyprian, Dionysius of Alexandria, Origen, Athe- 
nagoras, and Lactantius. It is found in all the ancient Liturgies. The 
early apologists refer to it as a proof of Christian submission sel lon: 
alty—** We continually,” say they, “ pour forth supplications and pray- 
ers, for driving away your enemies, procuring rain, and either for 
removing or moderating your calamities ; and we pray instantly and 
incessantly day and night, for your peace and safety—appeasing God 
and rendering him propitious unto you.” Against the charge of iy 
one of the earliest and bitterest enemies of the Christian 
Christians were wanting in their duty to the Emperor—they re 

their prayers for an answer. The practice has been specially aro 
and adopted by some modern churches, and incorporated in their forms : 
but we fear the duty is too much neglected by Christians generally, 
both in their public and private devotions. 

Though, it were sufficient, that we discover no reason in the statute, 
to prove it temporary in its intention—that it accords with the spirit 
of Christian and divine benevolence—and was constantly obeyed in the 
ancient church, as a preccpt of lasting and universal obligation—yet 
it may serve to deepen our sense of the importance of the duty if we 
consider in detai!— 





























































































































































a aT Pye f Ue e's nd, 
me ce Te oe 
1 Rs wes , 


$ ee P 7. . 
? ye eee Tt en Be ow 
j ' eas ” /. rr 
T 3 : AUNnE Pa 


fl. Yrs buwerctit Ormtition, sete 

‘There can be no sttonger appeal to the ebiiciénee than ~ thias sith 
the Lord” —than any clear manifestation Of His will: Ail con- 
sists in recognising his authority and glory—submitting to a duty BE 
cause it is His will, and not simply because it is 4 decision of ottr reason. 
Reason is essential to religion, in determinity the eviderive that God 
lias willed, and the exact meaning of his will. But to pefform a diity; 
merely because it is reasonabje and beneficial, without a refererice to 
the authority of God, is performing no act of lopulty—it inay be sa 
crifiting to our own pride and selfishness. The authority of the divine 
statute should be most solemnly regarded. But as our God, to 
more impressively, the perfection of his nature and government, has seen 
fit to point out the reason and benefit of his laws, it becomes us to Con- 
= these references. They enable us to determine more undues- 

tionably the moral and perpetual nature of a statute ; and every reason 
thus presented in God’s law, becomes @ new exptession of his wills 
new introduction of his authority, and a new obligation to obedienté. 

In contemplating, by the light of sacred scriptare, the duty proposed 
in our text, we shall find it forcibly recommended to our regard, by the 
Benefits it is calculated to afford to the ruler ; to the suppliant himaelf ; 
aind to the world around him. 

Firat ; To the Ruler. 

i. If those who ate ih authority, aré fet pious, prayer for thém 
inajy bring about their condersion and salodtion. This scetis t6 be 
siggésted in thie cotine¢ted passage, “who will have ull meti tobe 
saved, and to come to the Knowledge of the trith,” us an object Of 
desire to a Christian. Whether he is influenced by thé spitit of the 
second great commandinent, “thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy: 
self”—or by a regard for the glory of the grave of God, nothing cosiies 
with @ stronger recommendation to his heart, than that which tas any 
tendency to “save a soul from death.” Beriévolence and divine fiw 
alike Constrain him. At any expense, at ally hazard, he 
seeks it. Prayer for rulers may result in their silvation. He finds that 
the Father of mercies has said, “ the effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much.” He finds that when of off, a niin sitk Of a 
palsy was brought by others, and laid at the feet of Jebus, he, seeing 


théir faith, said to the sick of the palsy, “ thy sins be forgiven thee.” ' 


The Christian therefore will benevolently “ pray for ull'in authority,” 
though they be sinners. 

In the éxercise of the most impartial judgmeht, according to that 
test which has been furnished by our blessed Lord, “ by ‘their fruits ye 
shall know them,” the Christian will discover many “ in authority,” to 
be utterly destitute of even decent morals, to say nothing of religion. 
This will naturally be the case, while the majority of men are utigodly, 

or the moral are negligent in the exercise of their influence. The 
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their party. By such, party ends are best obtained. Considering the 
sources whence nominations too commonly proceed, it would be passing 
strange, if offices were not filled with the immoral and profane. -Were 
it\otherwige, humen nature would not be consistent with itself. Virtue 
may indeed be talked of—Biblep, tracts, and churches may be compli- 
mented—Poliey would be beside herself if she did nothing to flatter 
and gain the moral and the pious. But we have read of those, whose 
“ mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons ip admi- 
ration, because of advantage,’ who yet “ walk after their own ungodly 
lusts.” Much then as our patriotiem, charity, and partiality, may cloud 
our vision, we shall find many in authority who are destitute of piety or 
morals, Yet such are not to be abandoned by hope and prayerag, Con- 
acientiously pray for aj] in authority. Prayer has a prevalenee that 
may eave their souls. And we should pray the more fervently, be- 
cause we not only find the immoral in office, but office is apt to make 
and keep men immoral and unholy. Office is too frequently the 
pension of a party, for some party service the possessor hag ren- 
involve entanglements deeply prejudicial to his spiritual interests. The 
ardent pursuit of party schemes, or of any worldly interest, absorbs the 
time, and thoughts, and feelings—leaving nothing for eternity and God. 
The continual company and converse of men of similar spirit, confirms 
she evil, hardens the conscience, and by example renders the soul seepre 
in sin. The most powerful passions, such as Jove of honour, wealth, 
ox power, axe awakened and cherished to dangerous strength, by eon- 
tinual competition, and the ceaseless guard ageinst popular fickleness. 
‘These. passions are too urgent and boisterous, to admit of his hepring 
the * still small voice” of conscience andthe Spirit. Continual fletteries 
of friends, associates, expectants, and dependants, nourish his vanity, 
and indispose the soul to the humility of the cross. The labours and 
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with her hundred tongues, all contribute to pre-occupy the mind, and. 
exelude “ the things which belong to his peace.” Entrenched behind 
the formalities of office, elevated above the voice of honest reproof and 
warning, he lives secure from admonition, and almost beyond the means 
of grace. Thus, the awful and affecting description of a former age of 
Christianity, is but too true of the present, “ Ye see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called.* But he that is “ higher than the highest” can reach 
them ; and your prayers can reach Him. He has directed you to “ pray 
for all in authority.” How importunate then should you be with God, 
that he would stretch forth his arm for their salvation. How much do 
they need your prayers. Neglect to pray for them, and you neglect 
the last means of grace—the last hope of their salvation. 

2. If those “ in authority” are moral and pious, your prayers may be 
beneficial in keeping them from deterioration and apostacy. “ Bear ye 
one another’s burdens,” is the spirit and law of Christianity. Tempta- 
tions and dangers attend every condition in life, but especially that of'a 
ruler. Standing single and exposed, more conspicuous by elevation, he 
becomes naturally more alive to chagacter, more anxious for public 
admiration. Self becomes a more constant point of attention, a stronger 
centre of attraction. The love of praise is in danger of increasing, and 
degenerating into sinful pride. He is tempted to enter into alliances, 
offensive and defensive, with those around him, to whom he owes, or may 
owe, his elevation. These are often the ungodly, and the measures con- 
certed not likely to be pure. He must sacrifice his conscience and 
judgniljit to others. “Evil communications corrupt good: manners,” 
His piety begins to be an awkward singularity ; he lives on the breath of 
the people ; he more and more worships them ; seeks to be popular rather 
than pious ; and gradually forgets and forsakes God. The bustle of offi- 
cial business, fashionable entertainments, and party interests, leave him 
little composure or leisure for reflection and religion. The pious asso- 
ciates of private life are faraway. The Holy Spirit is “ grieved,’ and 
withdraws. Should the “form of godliness” remain, “the power” is 
gone: he may have e “name that he liveth, but is dead!” How many 
have lost religion in their elevation! Chrysostom remarked, that the 
preservation of the three Hebrews unpolluted, in the court of Babylon, 
was a greater miracle than preserving them unconsumed in the fiery 
furnace, Has, then, your Christian benevolence any anxiety in the 
hazards that attend the souls of those who are’ in high places _—would 
you-sustain their purity and abate the force of temptation ?—would 
you have them grow in grace afd in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ?”’—* pray for all in authority” —remember them. 
diways in your prayers. : 





“2s Pray for lh in authority a . it 
= Itisa 
r holy religion, that each one should “ seek not his bus 
er’s good. An office is a place of care, not of ease. rie 
loves sympathy, and he who toils faithfully, deserves it. How consoling 
must it be to the faithful public servant, amid his labours and perplexi- 
ties, to know that he has the sympathy and the prayers of the good. In 
those seasons when his judgment is embarrassed, and “ wisdom from 
above’’ is requisite ; when the time-serving confidant is treacherous, 
and advises only to betray ; when administration is encumbered with 
unreasonable opposition ; when integrity must proclaim war withthe 
selfishness, the prejudice, and passions of men ; when unavoidable.cale- 
mity has brought upon the officer the reproach of incompetency ; when 
every mouth of party and enn. ity is open—how soothing to reflect, that 
other mouths are kindly opened in prayer for blessings from above— .- 
that “ he who seeth in secret,” the God of all wisdom and consolation, 
is fervently supplicated in behalf of the embarrassed and anxious ruler. 
Who, that bas the benevolence of a Christian, can withhold his prayers? 
4. Praying for all in authority, is calculated to impress them with a 
stronger sense of moral character and accountabilityto God. Did the ruler 
know himself to be habitually contemplated by the pious, whether they 
offered up their prayers in the closet, in the family, in the conference, or in 
the church ; did he find himself thus counected with the whole morality 
of the country, thought of as the hope or the fear of the virtuous, tested 
by the word and character of God, his sins confessed and their punish- 
ment deprecated in the presence of God, his virtues the subjeet of sacred 
thanksgiving, and his temptations, of anxiety and supplicatidif-one 
would think this, if any thing, would have a tendency to awaken the 
stupid to thoughtfulness, the conscientious to greater vigilance, and the 
profligate to restraint and decency. One would hope that, in such ¢ir- 
cumstances, every ruler who was not already among those left of God 
to “ believe a lie, that they might be damned,’’ because they “ had plea- 
sure in unrighteousness"’—that every ruler who was not among those 
whom the Bible deseribes as “ past feeling,” would seriously think of God 
and of himself ; would ponder the path of his feet, anc pursue a course 
that would bear the scrutiny of the sanctuary, as well as of the market- 
_ place. None but those “ who glory in their shame,’’ would readily out- 
rage all the moral feelings of the land, when they knew that the public 
estimate of character would not be made in the partialities of party, but 
the impartiality and solemnity of those who are standing before the great 
white throne of God and the Lamb. If then, “those in authority” 
should seem to be indifferent as to all condyct which party does not. 
denounce, let us solemnly ask ourselves, whether, as Christian patriots, 
we have not been awfully and shamefully indifferent about the favour of 
the Most High towards them 7 
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1 Thies, 0. 1,°2—T exhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
men ;—for kings, and for all that are in authority ; that we may lead 4 
a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty. . 


Havine, in the preceding discourse, contemplated the duty of “ pray- 
ing for all in authority,” as a matter of Divine Statute, and as beneficial 
in its influence upon Rulers ; we are now to consider the benefits which 
& proper discharge of this duty would bring to Christians themselves ; 
and to society at large. 

1. And the first benefit to Christians we would mention is, that through 
their “ prayers for all in authority,” God may grant the privilege of 
“ leading quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness and honesty.” This 
is @ benefit proposed and wartanted by the law of God we are con- 
sidering. In some countries, the ecclesiastical system is so interwoven 
with the civil, that 2 king and parliament may, by constitution, inter- 
fere with the doctrines and discipline of the church. We remember the 
vexations and confusion which have sprung from such interference, and 
are apt to imagine ourselves constitutionally guarded from the fear of 
evil, “But even §ere, neither the church nor Christians are safe. 
Ohristians are yet a minority. That salutary restraint which piety 
generally imposes on the wicked, may be taken away. The majority 
may be left to prejudices and passions destructive of our peace and 

.' Infidelity may come in like a flood. Our rulers may rejoice 
in t, and like the leaders of revolutionary France, direct its 
rage against the altar. Christains, and all that Christians love, may be 
swept away in wild and bloody confusion. 

But should not professed infidelity again revive its “ reign of terror,’ 
irreligion may do enough to fill the church with “ mourning, lamenta- 
tion, and woe.” Infatuation may possess our rulers. Charters of reli- 
gious institutions may be denied or broken by our legislatures. Eccle- 
siastical censures and discipline may be dealt with by courts of justice, 
as libellous and criminal. Public business, trade, and all the machinery 
of government, may be united in violating holy time and holy institu- 
tions. Civil and political meetings may adjourn to the Sabbath. Post 
offices, exchanges, and shops, may be thrown open, under plea of “ liberty 
of conscience,” and commerce and amusement be allowed to triumph 
over the “ Lord’s day.” The drum may be beh ten at our church doors, 
troops marched and reviewed, salutes given and returned, because 
government patronizes no sect, and national honour and convenience 
are supreme—till, in the perfection of po itical philosophy, the Sabbath 
may be accounted literally “no day in law.” Ina thousand modes 
besides these, ma, the sacred feelings of the church be disturbed, and 
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the influence of her ordinances. too much aeons ; 
tomed to look arennatesh teams tline cs sale 
trary kings. We forget that the people may be arbitrary and sive, 
and the officers that represent them, but ereatures to please  con- 
stituents and execute all their follies. This is our danger—not the thun- 
der that breaks upon our heads from thrones above us—but the volcano 
that burns, and heaves, and ruins from below. It beeomes us, then, to 
pray fervently, that our legislators may not sell their oath and conscience 
for a party or a vote, nor strike from our code check after clieck, till 
nothing is left for veneration and restraint ; that our rulers may not pros- 
titute the dignity and influence of office to the interests and corruption 
of an unthinking mob ; but that they may be men of independent prinei- 
‘ple and conduet, who will conscientiously legislate, or faithfully execute 
what the law enjoins—men who will “ well and truly” try the cause of 
the poor and the oppressed—men whose whole talent and influence shall 
be on the side of public knowledge and morals—in a word, that they may 
be, what God intended them, “ ministers of God to thee for good,” “ who 
bear not the sword in vain,” but are “ a terror to evil doers, and a praise 
to those ‘that do well.” For these things God must be supplicated ; and 
the blessing will’ rest upon us. Our hope is not in vain. “ By him kings 
reign, and princes decree justice.” “The king’s heartis in the band of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water ; and he turneth it whithersoever he will.” It is 
his prerogative to give success or defeat to the plansof the wicked. *‘The 
Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nougbt: he maketh the 
devices of the people of nétie effect.” Let we, then, cast ourselves 
beneath the shield of the “Almirhty for protection, whether the 
vexations and oppressions of rulers or of people. And that the 
foretold by the prophets may be realized in our day, “ when kings shall 
be nursing fathers, and queens nursing mothers” of the church, let’ us 
ever “ pray for all in authority ;°’ for God hath said, “| will also make 
thy officers peace, and thine exnctors righteousness.” Thus may the 
church quietly and prosperously pursue her work of subduing the — 
to the obedience of faith. 

2. Ass excl Linde tien entyveinth ts Oeitidhaiantiomn Gill phefiakl 
the judgments of God for the sins of rulere, may be averted or miti- 
gated The sins of rulers have a notoriety and impudence, which seem 
publicly to challenge the moral government of God, and claim prompt 
attention and retribution. And if ever there is glory to God in the 
administration of his justice on earth, it is when it smites and humbles 
the proud transgressor, who is too elevated for odium, and too strong 
for human punishment. The sceptered sinner, may, for a season, exult 
in vanity end crime—the flatterer may cry out “the voice of a Ged,” 
but wretch !—thy God loathes thee—beneath thy robes of silver, the 
worm shall smite thee !* “If thou seest the oppression of the peor, and 


* See Acts xii. 23. 
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violent perverting of judgmefft and justice in a province, marvel not at 
the matter ; for He that is higher than the bighest, regardeth—and there 
behigher than they.” It were ‘well for mankind, if the corruption and 
ehastisement of rulers were confined to themselves, and their sins sank 
with them to the grave ; but there are two modes in which their sins 


« Jeroboem, the son of Nebat, made Israel to sin,” is the record God 
hath given eighteen times of that wicked ruler. The sins of such, 
have @ virulence of contagion found no where else. The very principle 
of submission and regard for authority, implanted im nature, es the 
foundation of government, gives sin an influence with the people. 
Their superiors have weighed and discarded the claims of God—the 
people acquiesce and imitate. Rather than think for themselves, they 
ask, “have any of the rulers believed on him?” . If they have not, 
this is enough to make those beneath eontinue in their sins. Theglare of 
honour—the robes of office—the pomp, the gayety, the brilliancy of their 
lives is such, that sin, in rulers, loses its deformity—sin in them is mere 
foible, frolic, spirit—it is evenenviable. Rulers give the taste and fashion 
of. theage. If by them, sin becomes a fashion, it is sure of diffusion :— 
a tendency to imitate superiors, in evil-doing, is one of the strongest 
principles in man. Who need wonder, then, that sin, when descending 
from those in authority, should flow wide and polluting through the land ? 

There are many in'society, who are decently moral, not from princi- 
ple, but from the constraint of shame and law; they long to riot 
in sin, and but for these restraints, would “ work al] uncleanness, with 
greediness.” But if those who wield the terrors of the law “have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell are at agreement,” and 
patronize, instead of punishing transgression—if they lend the honours 
of their station, to annihilate all shame,—then no impediment is left— 
the highway of vice is laid open—the rulers have blown the trumpet— 
*tis the Jubilee of sinners—every profligate rushes from his retreat, and 
the general shout is heard, “ the Lord shall not see, neither shall the 
God of Jacob regard it !’’—virtue is abashed—all is left to ruin, and to 
God. Then it is too late for prayer. The voice from the Holiest is, 
“ Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee—hide thyself, as it were, for a little moment, until the indig- 
nation be overpast ; for, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place, to 
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.” 

Who does not witness the confirmation of these tendencies in the 
history of Jeroboam, Baasha, Ahab, Louis XIV. of France, or Charles 
of England. ? God alone can sustain the influence of moral restraint, 
or give the ruler “ over to a reprobate mind.’ God alone can confine 
the evil to its fountain, or let it work its corrupting and fatal way through 
avery portion of society. Who, then, that dreads the contagion of 


s-a 


—wa am oe ier ee Bho edae seas es zz 


t 
L 
1 
{ 
( 
( 





OO = 


at i ee i, 


t 
} 
, 
l 
; 


» s waeTTlU + w —_— 


wich ih pico ad knows th ny remedy canbe nelget 
in “ praying for‘all in authority.” © ey Cp tee egetig 
But corruption of society Saisie weapienoer deen atiedl 
in authority ;—they bring calamity from God upon the land. The Bible 
is the only safe"guide, to determine the plan of God’s moral govern- . 
ment. In the pages of his word, nothing is more manifest, than that 
God visits on a people the crimes of their rulers. It is taught there, 
not by an obscure and passing hint—not by mere inference—but by 
direct and awful assurance—by the whole tissue of scripture history—not 
the history of God’s peculiar and covenant people alone, but of those 
who were “ strangers to the covenant of promise.’’ Lest you should 
suppose this plan of providence restricted to the Jews, look to Egypt— 
degraded, disordered, impoverished, sitting in darknéss that might be 
felt, weeping over the dead bodies of her first born children, because her 
king and nobles had “hardened themselves against the Lord.”» Why 
that mighty host, horse and rider, dead upon the shore ? ‘They died in 
loyalty to king and country, but their Leader had sinned agdinst the 
Lord of Hosts. Look to Assyria, Persia, Syria, Greece, or Rome— 
the lesson is the same ; -the transgressions of the ruler have been visited 
on the heads of the people, terribly fulfilling that declaration of the 
Most High—* When the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.” : 
The Bible ever contemplates the ruler as the head, representative, 
and agent of the people, and identified With them. If suchbe the 
estimation and treatment of rulers in hereditary, what must we'expect 
in elective governments’? Here the people give, not a tacit and implied, 
but an open and actual consent to the men that are over them. Here 
the people single them out, set them up, clothe them with offices dnd 
bid them act by the authority, and in the “ name of the people.” “Has 
our God “ ceased to rule over the nations ?” Should this age and land 
of light be a reason for greater clemency? Were the examples of ‘his 
dealing with former nations not “ written for our admonition?” Ah! 
my brethren, living as we do, under the sceptre of Him who is “ the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” we must calculate to be dealt 
with, as a people, on the principle; that “God is no respecter of 
persons.” We have his decision in a case very similar to our own, 
—# You only have I known of all the families of the earth ; therefore 
I will punish you for all your iniquities.”’ I would say then to this 
nation, Reckon not yourselves secure by the perfection of your constitu- 
tion and laws, or by your capacity of putting down one, and setting up 
another. Rely not on the extent, fertility, resources, and intelligence of 
your country. ‘Trust not to the broad ocean that separates you from the 
calamities of Europe. Confide not in the piety of your fathers, or the 
learning and valour of their sons. The Ruler of nations has an ‘arm 
to reach you. “Though thot exalt thyself as the eagle, and though 
thon set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith 





the Lord.” (Ain crtnthit pecs dna decnaie.con enildemenaathan io 
worm or hail—whirlwind or earthquake-—pestilence or death.. * Put 
not your trust in man, nor your confidence in princes.” God can “ bring 
to nought the counsels of the wise”-—“ give you a king in his anger, 
or take him away in his wrath,” He can leave the body politic to 
become diseased in every member, end disastrous in every movement, 
Perjury may fill your courts —and fraud, your corporations. Your pub- 
lie agents may be prodigal, and your earnings go 96 @-tax for they 
viess: your elections may hecome scenes of riot and violence, from 
which the peaceful and virtuous will retire. ‘The most unprincipled may 
become the masters of your destiny ; crimes may multiply ; party may war 
with party, section with section, till the whole land is filled with change, 
confusion, sedition, and blood! God can, ashe has dope, embroil you 
in the politics and contentions of Europe, and from the ocean roll the 
tempest of his indignation, over your shores, and valleys, and moun- 
tains. 4f yourselves survive the storm, how many thousands of your 
friends and neighbours will have sunk for ever beneath it? How long 
the lebours and heavy taxes to repair its westes? Of this be sure, He 
that is “ wonderful in counsel,” is at no loss for instruments of judg- 
ment. While man is depraved, there ever will be combustibles enough 
in the midst of you to kindle a fire that shall consume your sins, and 
your confidence, and leave your country but “ a name.” 

[Letipethen tx dooply in ote inde, that principle! the divine gover- 
ment, that the sins of rulers have a connexion with national calamities. 
Let ua” pray for all in authority,” that they may be kept from transgres- 
sion, and the land saved from participating in their corruption and 
punishment. Let us pray, while yet there is hope—before their crimes 
shall have reached a height, to render judgments sure; when prayers 
may avail nothing for the land. “ Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were 
in ity.28.1 live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son. nor 
daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls.” Then the only 
answer yielded to your prayers, may be, “ for the elect’s sake, thosedays 
shall be shortened.” 

3. Praying “ for all jn authority,” will contribute to preserve you 
from sinning against them; while it will render your subordination 
more easy and appropriate. The law of the Lord, while it binds the 
ruler, and pronounces judgment against his crimes, demands from 
the ‘subject, respectful language, sentiment, and action. Those for 
whom jis “reserved the blacksess of darkness for ever,” are described 
ag “ murmurers, complainers,” who “ despise dominion, and speak evil 
of; dignities.””. The Christian not only “ fears God,” but “honours the 
king.”’ This hopour he pays “ for conscience sake,” considering govern- 
ment.as “ordained of God.” He will not“ curse a ruler of the people.” 
But his conscientious regard for those who are in authority, does not 
degenerate into unconditional submission. God is supreme. He there- 
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foré tenders to Ciesar only the things that are Cwear’s—but 
things that are God's. In this country, there ate peouliar temptations 
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fo disrespect arid insubordination. Here, the ruler comes fot forward, 
with all the venerableness of hereditary honours; seating himedifin 
authority, with scarce an éxertise of public will. - Bléctions are 'fre- 
quent, and we hardly recognise the change they make: Yeoterday, 
the riler was himself a subject among us—to-day he is “ minister of 
God.” Our Press, too, is free and licentious, and the'ruler comes to 
Ins seat covered with purty scandal, seurce an object of respect. He 
was elevated, perhaps, against your will, and seems therefore, to have no 
title to your honour. No sooner has he attained his official station, than 
patty rallies after defeat, and organizes more desperately, t displace 
him. He is envied, hated, watched, embarrassed, misinterpreted, 
vilified, and yet, all this time, he is, by the providence of God, ruler of 
the people. Christians, also, have their political connexions, interests, 
influence, choice. ‘They are insensibly involved in the conversation, 
plans, and feelings of their acquaintances atound them. They feel 
improperly—speak unadvisedly—and often lend themselves to a service, 
ifitonsistent with that scriptural and salutary respect due to “all én 
authdrity.”’ But, tet your feelings be sincerely and constantly draws 
forth if prayer to God in behulf of all rulers, and you will find your: 
selves more sensible of your improprieties—more on your guard against 
the temptations around you; your submission will be more con- 
seientious, cheerful, and exemplary ; and you er 
the doctrine of God your Saviour.” P 

4. Praying for all m authority, will render you' teed guatetualiatd 
orm, and conscientious in the exercise of your elective franchise... In 
this country and age of light, there is less danger from the incapacity 
than the sins of rulers. {n the political creed of Christians the declare- 
tion, that “ righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is the reproach of 
any people,” is second only to that fundamental article, * the Most High 
rafeth among the nations.” When the Uhristian knows the injuryto 
public morals from wickedness in high places—when he knows ‘the 
purpose of God to visit the iniqaites of:rulers on the people—when 
he knows the ordinance of God respecting rulers, that they were consti- 
tuted to be “ ministers of God for good,” a “ terrog to evil deers” — 
when he knows that God hath assured us, “ the wicked walk oh every 
side when the vilest men are exulted,’’—it is strange that he should-ever, 
either by remissness or partiality, contribute to exalt men who have “no 
fear'of God before their eyes’’—who deny the authority of His law, 
and will not administer for God—men who by example and principles, 
strengthen the bands of wickedness, and by despising God’s moral go- 
yernment, throw themselves and the community out of God’s favour. 
Such « Christian, acts with less sagacity and conscience, than the héa- 
then who appointed Joseph over the land, because “ the Spirit of God 
was in him.” He discards the injunction, which Moses, “ who was faithful 
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in all Ged’s house,” obeyed—* Provide out of all the people, able men, 
suchas feer God.” He forgets that the God of Israel hath said, “ He 
that-culeth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.” Incon- 
sistent man! the bustle of party bas obliterated from his mind, all! but 
the principles and plans of his party, spent ecpease follows the 
multitude to do evil.” 

Rineslien, chen @oabeenchautnen.aumechesainaemeaias 
Christian who has neglected or abused his privilege of voting, retires 
to pray for him—then, in the calm of devotion, in the presence of God, 
who spake the Bible, who seeth in secret, and searcheth the heart, con- 
science, if any be left, will rally—he feels his inconsistency and presump- 
tien—he refused to be governed by the wisdom of God, and now he has 
come to ask the grace of God. The “ holy hands’’ he lifts up in prayer; 
have, perhaps, lifted to power an open violator of God’s law. He has 
come to pray, perhaps, for the atheist, the idolater of this world, the 
denier of the Lord that bought him, the profane swearer, of whom God 
hath already said, “ 1 will not hold him guiltless.” Or he has come to 
pray, perhaps, for the man who robs God of his holy day, to whom God 
hath said, “ Iwill kindle a fire in the gates, and it shall devour the pa- 
laces.”” Or he may have come to pray for the duellist, knowing while 
he prays, that “ the voice of a brother’s blood crieth unto God from the 
ground.” He may have come to pray for the man who habitually 
“neigheth at his neighbour’s door,”’ when Heaven has already declared, 
‘* Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.’”” He may have come 
to ask God’s blessing on the fraudulent man, the gambler, the political 
libeller, when God hath already uttered the eternal truth, “1 hate every 
worker of iniquity, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.” 
He cannot but feel embarrassed. To confess the sins of the ruler, is a 
poor comment on his vote. To disregard them, a poor comment on 
his own piety. The hope of acceptance with God is doubtful, and:he 
finds, with shame, that he may not expect the spirit of prayer, at the 
expense of Christian consistency. To prevent such shame and incon- 
sisteney, then, be habitual in “prayer for all in authority.” 

aeneetennpeniiningne dail Se sah pein eames 
this duty. 

Ita beneficial operation on society at large. 

4. And first, “ ieiaier dh leccutheittp tineh entenniasentiients 
the spirit and rancour of party. Every good has its attendant evil. 
Offices here are numerous and open to all. The candidates are our 
acquaintances and friends, and in their interests, wishes, and schemes, 
we are perpetually involved. As elections are with the people, they 
will be constantly assailed. Reading is universal. Inflammatory 
pieces come with every mail—occupy every corner and every company. 
Men, too vain for quiet, too idle for labour, and hungry for office, every 
where abound. Hoping to live by the ferments of society, their lives 
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passions do not always subside.- 
How much unholy feeling ensues. Success has produced pride, inso- 
lence, ill-will, and contempt. Defeat has occasioned envy, chagrin, — 
discontent, and hatred. Basetelanen ts test-thelgrendi, * a 
love thy neighbour as thyself,” is forgotten. 

£: pestle tie-dhte et erenp-eliaietytw cuien 0 eidepinandnatll 
Every Christian, especially, should quiet each unholy feeling, and exert 
himself to set up the great law of love— Blessed are the peace- 
makers.”” And what has a greater tendency to quell the tumult of pas- 
sion, than the solemnity and interests of the throne of grace? . How 
would society settle to a calm, and move peacefully and prosperously 
along, if, after it was determined who were the rulers, all the citizens 
would immediately and habitually associate in cordial prayer for them. 
Eapecially does it become those who lead the devotions of othensp:to 
give their souls to this duty “ first of all.” 

2. “ Prayer foe oll ‘m authoclty,!! <quubd ponteanen:tee euidiasiad 
an appropriate and favourable impression respecting Christianity, It 
was early objected to the followers of Christ, that they were destitute 
of loyalty and patriotism. ‘I'his would be refuted, were Christians pub- 
licly and constantly to pour forth their prayers, to their covenant God, 
in behalf of the administration of their country.. Did: we calmly. 
canvass the merit of the candidates for office, to ascertain their, real 
virtue and capacity—did we as calmly and conscientiously vote--end 
then, receiving whomsoever God might give, retire and .pray fervently 
for all in authority, without distinction of party, or name, or sect-rwe 
should exhibit our religion in its true political character—patriotic 
indeed, but “pure and peaceable,”’—examining and electing in,the 
spirit of piety and prayer, but meekly submitting to. the vote of the 
majority, and benevolently buplocing the benedietion, At fed. amishe 
rulers they have chosen. Surely this is amiable, and this is duty, 

3. By “ praying for all in authority,” wa choubhuchataliennso.aniend 
and sustain the important doctrine of Scripture, that Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Saviour, ie Lord over all, and ruleth among the nations. 
Rulers and people would never have deemed political morality a thing 
of no concern, if they had not first imagined that, the Most;High “ did 
not regard it,” or exercise any moral administration, over, the na- 
pep But this kind of atheism is prevalent. Former :politicians, 

in. separating the state from the church, went to the extreme of 
separating the state from Heaven, The philosopher of Florence, said 
one who knew him well, “ was the first to introduce into, modern, and 
Christian Europe, the fashion of reasoning and deciding on politics, 
exactly as if Christianity had no existence, or there had been no 
such thing as a,Deity, or moral justice in the world.” The impious 
statesmanship of Machiavel became more and more fashionable. . The 
sophistry of the Jesuits, contributed farther to destroy the difference 
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owed. to submission to any thing beyond themseives. ‘I'he spirit and 
tendency of his school was directed to deliver man from all fear of 
the Deity. The whole of modern politics has been, im a measure, 
affected with this same poison. Policy 1s reduced to a science—but a 
science too much without God. Where is the political author, who 
properly insists on moral causes—the dependence of nations on the 
favour of the Almighty—and the Scripture conditions of enjoying his 
blessing, “from whom cometh down every good and perfect gift ?” 
4 But though men may philosophize, and forget God, yet he will reign, 

ie dispensing the changes and destumies of uations. He will reign in the 
person of the-Mediator. Christ hath been not only “ set King in Zion,” 









































but “ Head over all things to the church,’ “tie hath on his vesture c 
and on his thigh, a name written, King qf kings and Lord of lords.”’ 
Ever since his exaltation as a frince, he has been extending his king- 2C 
dom among the nations, Compare the pledges he has made 1p his ah 
word, with the history of the Jews, and K\omans, and every nation that hi 
has opposed his reign, and you will see terrilic evidence of hi» supremacy. T 
The royal title and prerogative of our blessed Lord, iaust be known to b 
and acknowledged throughout the world. Ali heaven bas long since apos 
a obeyed the liigh decree, * Let all the angels of (od worsinp him.” it [just 
is duty, it is loyalty in Christians on earty, to proclaim his rights and chur 
honours. When they pray to humas. King of kings, for his iliumine- knoy 
tion, pardon, sanctification, protection, and guidance, in behalt ef * all most 
im authority,” and through their agency, for a blessing on the nation— grac 
the worshippers contemplate these earthly powers us subordinate, and T 
Christ as supreme—regarding and controilmy rulers, ana througi: them as he 
@ispensing national good and evil. Such is the doctrine of eternal falle; 
trath. And the Christian, while be “ prays tor all 1» authority,’ arrests Ts 
the atheism and disloyalty of a revolted: world, and vindicates the ff “on. 
honour of Him, “ who is seated at the right hand of the Majesty on and | 
high,” and who “ must reign till he hath put all enemies wider bus seet.”’ obvic 
In a duty involving such principles and Joyxity, 1s there a (htistian CL 
who will withhold obedience ! ‘I'he spirit of the ransomed ones ié not mew 
in him. Bending before the throne, with adoring angeis, they cease posse 
not to'ery, “ Worthy is'the Lamb that was slain, t receive powas, and fp Te 
richés, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” [p °™ 
O, let this spirit pervade the whole church on earth—iet “ prayer ior all ae 
in authority” go up continually from her ten thousand altarsedet the jp ”°*! 
supremacy of Him, “ by whom kings reign and princes decree justice,” _ 
be habitually and publicly acknowledged by all her members-—then the him ' 
church would be, indeed, “ the light of the world; the glory of the Lord oom 
be seen upon her ; and the Gentiles come to her light, and kings to the Son c 





brightness of her rising.”” Aten. 





